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Hello CronCon!



What is cron?
• time-based scheduler for software on POSIX-

compliant computer systems 

• used for timing: backups, bots, and more 

• derives from the Greek χρόνος meaning “time”



Computer history 
is important!



The Early Days
• Original cron only supported root! 

• Franta-Maly Event List Manager (Communications of 
the ACM, Aug 1977) 

• Robert Brown and Keith Williamson, Purdue University 
1979





Cron is everywhere!
• not just backups 

• scan for malware 

• scheduled reboots 

• rsync

• log scanning 

• maintenance 

• static site generation 

• rotating banner ads



Thank you!


